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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE '
BEFORE THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE

In I'e PACA Docket No. D-03-0033

Washipgton Star, Inc.,

(WA NNA YA A A 4

Respondeat
" DECISION WITHOUT HEARING BY REASON OF CONSENT

This is a disclpltnary proceeding auder the Perichable Agricultural Commodities Act,
1930, as amended (7 U.S.C. § 499a gt seq,; hereinafter “PACA” or “Act”), fustituted by a
Complaint filed on September 23, 2003, by the Assaciate Deputy Administrator, Perishable
Agriculnral Commodities Branch of Fruit and Vegetable Programs of the Agricultural
Marketing Sexvice.

The Complainant alleged that Respondent Washington Star, Iuc., comnzitted willfitl,
repeated and flagrant violations of Sectian 2(4) of the PACA (7 U.S.C. § 495b(4)) by failing to
make full payment promptly in the total amount of $2,627,442.07 1 4 sellers for 181 lots of
perishable sgricultural commodities whish it purchased, received, and neeepted in interstate and
foreign commerce during the period October 2002 through Janvary 2003, The Complaint
requested that the Admimistrative Law Judze find that Respandent has willfully, repeatedly and
flagrantly vialated Section 2(4) of the PACA (7 U.S.C. § 493b(4)) and order the PACA license of
Respondent be revoked.

The parties have now agreed to the entry of a Decision Without Hearing by Raason of
Cansent 35 set forth herein. THerefbre, this Decision Without Hearmg by Reason of Consent is
entered without further procedure or hearing pursnat to the consent deeision provisions of the
Rules of Practice Goveruing Farmal Adjudicatory Procesdings Instituted by the Secretary Under
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Vatious Statntes (7 CER. § 1.130 gt seq.; hereinafter “Rules of Practice™) applicable to this

proceeding (7 CFR. § 1.138).
Findinps of Kagt

1. Washington Star, Inc., (hereinsfior “Regpondent”) is 2 corporation orgauized and
existing under the Jaws of the State of Plorida, At the time the Complaint was filed,
Respondent’s business address was 850 N.W. 42 Averme, Miami, Florida 33126 and
Respondent had another office 6t $100 California Avenne, Suite 228, Bakersficld, California
93309. Respondent’s cusrent business address is 9675 Northwest 12* Street, Migmi, Florida
33172,

2. Afall imes materidl herejn, Respondent was licensed under the PACA. PACA
license yurnber 20010984 was issued to Respondent an May 8, 2001. That license terminated on
May 8, 2004, pursuant to Section 4(a) of the PACA (7 U.S.C. § 495d(a)) when Respondent f2iled

" o pay the required annnal foe, ‘

3. During the Wd October 2002 throngh Tanuary 2003, Respondent failed to make full
payment promptly to 4 sellers of the agreed purchasa prices, or balanoos thereot, m the total
amousnt of $2,627,442.07 for 181 lots of perishable agriculiiral catumodities which it purchased,
received and aceepted in interstate and foreign commerce.

| | Conclpgon

Respondent’s failure to make full payment prowptly to 4 sellers of the agreed purchase
prices, ot balances thereof, for the perighable agriculrel commodities described in Fiading of
Fact 3 above constitutes willfnl, repeated or flagrant violations of Section 2(4) of the PACA (7
U.S.C. § 495b(4)).

Qrder
Respondent is hereby found to have carnmitted willful, repsated or flagrant viclations of
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_ Section 2(4) af the PACA (7 US.C. § 4995(4)). The facts and circumstances of these violations
shall be published purauant to Section 8(a) of the PACA (7 U.S.C. § 499h(@)).
This Decisten and Order will baconie fmal and affective upon it3 issuance, pursyant to
Section 1.138 of the Rules of Practice (7 C.FR. § 1.138),
Copies of this Order shall be scrved upan the parties.
Dons at Washington, D.C,

this ‘Lﬁ_lﬁ day of ﬂWM 2004

Administrative Law Judge

“1ate Deputy Admirstrator
Periaheble Agricultural Commuodities Branch
Pruit and Vegezable Programa

Agricultral Marketing Service

e

i

Clara Kim, Fsq.
Anompy for Compladnant

Ede Panl, Pzq. 7
Attorney for Complainans

TOTAL P.24
11711704 THU 18:27 [TX/RX NO 8399] Qo004



